MCFT Executive Committee Meeting Notes

December 1st, 2009

Present: Catherine Indermill, Reid Edelman, Deborah White, Jody Gehrman, Roger Hock, Steve Crossman

Guests: Phil Warf, Mary Holcomb, Ken Burt.

General Note: Meeting called to discuss the newly formed COPE committee with special guest Ken Burt, Political Director of CFT.

1. Phil Warf asked Ken Burt about the PAC treasurer: should it be the same person who serves as treasurer for the Executive Committee or should it be someone different?
a. Ken suggested making Executive Committee treasurer  PAC treasurer as well.
b. Reid spilled his salad.

c. PAC treasurer’s main responsibilities include reporting two times a year and itemizing expenditures.

2. Phil Warf asked Ken Burt about the PAC chair’s main responsibilities. His response:

a. Community relations

b. Elected leadership

c. Outreach to other unions

d. Internal communications with other members about political issues.

e. Providing budget updates

3. Contributions to COPE from non-members

a. Ken Burt suggested only members be able to contribute because this is politically less problematic.

b. He recommended the COPE committee strike the reference to non-members from section 4.

4. Ken Burt’s advice re: voting on COPE issues

a. Under no obligation to have whole membership vote.

b. Limiting vote to PAC/Executive Committee is often more efficient.

5. General recommendations from Ken Burt:

a. Attend political events, free tickets often available for MCFT representatives.
b. County Office of Education: build political alliances if possible.

c. Wildman: most connected to labor representation in Ukiah.

d. Important to network before asking other organizations for help.

6. Two important issues ahead:

a. Two-tier pension system.
b. Paycheck protection: impossible for employees to contribute to political issues via unions.

7. Issues CFT is trying to get on the ballot:

a. Coalition to make it easier to pass local parcel taxes (K-12 has already started this)

b. 55% to pass a bond, 2/3 to pass a parcel tax.

8. Mary Holcomb asked Ken Burt: What are the procedures to decide which measures and/or candidates to support? His response:

a. Trustees: recruiting candidates more effective than waiting for volunteers.

b. Forum for candidates (Q & A):

i. Decide who to endorse.

ii. Be sure they mention MCFT in their literature.

iii. Send checks directly to their campaign.

c. Central Labor Counsel:

i. They endorse the candidate we choose.

ii. They send out mailers.

iii. Our allies will look to us for guidance.
